God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Eight: Joshua and the Promised Land
Texts: Exodus 17:5-6; Numbers 13:27-31; 14:6-9; 14:26-34; [image: image1.jpg]


20:7-12; Joshua 3:14-17; 6:1-5
G

od delivered the Israelites out of Egypt and preserved them by His care. Just as He told Abraham, He would bring them again to the promised land of Canaan, which would become their homeland and possession. However, of those who came out of Egypt only two adults would be allowed to see the fulfillment of this promise.

When God brought the people to the edge of Canaan, He told them to send one man from each tribe to spy out the land. The twelve spies reported that it was a land which “flows with milk and honey” (Num. 13:27), yet, ten of the spies believed the people of the land were too strong to be conquered (13:27-31). Only two of the men, Joshua (Moses’ assistant) and Caleb, believed that God would be with them (Num. 14:6-9). The people believed the ten. Because of their unbelief God decreed that none of those 20 years old and above would enter Canaan accept Joshua and Caleb. All the others died during 40 years of wandering in the wilderness (Num. 14:26-34). 

Moses himself, because of His own unbelief, was not be allowed to enter Canaan. Early in the exodus God provided water for Israel by allowing Moses to strike a rock and bring forth water (Exod. 17:5-6). Later, when Israel again needed water, God commanded Moses to speak to a rock to bring forth water. Moses struck the rock instead. Because of this he was allowed to see the promised land from Mt. Nebo, but could not enter it (Num. 20:7-12).  

After forty years, Joshua led the people into Canaan. Just as God had parted the Red Sea when Israel left Egypt, God stopped the Jordan to allow Israel to cross into Canaan on dry land (Josh. 3:14-17). Twelve stones from the bed of the river were set up as a memorial (Josh. 4:1-7). Not far from there was the powerful fortified city of Jericho. God told the Israelites to march around the city with the priests carrying the ark six days. On the seventh day, they were to march seven times around the city, blow the rams horn trumpets and the walls would fall down delivering it into their hands. They obeyed God and the city fell (Josh. 6:1-5). This was the first of many conquests which God granted to the Israelites.      


God did not give Israel victory because they were such righteous people. Rather, He used Israel to punish the wickedness of the Canaanites. Through Israel these wicked people, who practiced child sacrifice and temple prostitution were punished (Deut. 9:5). Unfortunately, the Israelites were often wicked themselves. At the battle of Jericho, an Israelite named Achan kept some of the spoil of the city, which was supposed to be devoted to God. Because of this in their next battle against Ai, the people failed (Josh. 7:1-11). Only after Achan was punished, did God grant the people victory. The Israelites went throughout the land of Canaan and God delivered it into their hands. Now, under Christ we too, after wandering in the wilderness of sin and darkness, can find deliverance awaiting our “promised land” in heaven in the age to come.   
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	8
	Deuteronomy 26-28
	Deuteronomy 29-31
	Deuteronomy 32-35
	Joshua 1-5
	Joshua 6-10
	Joshua 11-15
	Joshua 16-20


Study Questions
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1.  God’s deliverance of the people saved them from bondage in Egypt, however because of disobedience and unbelief they fell in the wilderness. How does Hebrews 3:14-19 compare this with salvation in Christ?

 
Can a Christian once saved be lost?


2.  Why did the Lord say that the number of years in the wilderness would be 40 (Num. 14: 32)?

3.  Some people argue that if God commands something at one time it is acceptable anytime. What does the example of Moses striking the rock teach about this?


Under the Law of Moses instrumental music was commanded in worship (2 Chron. 29:25). Under Christ only singing is commanded (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19). What does the example of Moses teach about this question?


4.  What was the name of the woman in Jericho whose family was spared?
  

Why were they the only ones spared (Josh. 2:1-20; 6:22-23)?

5.  Fill-in the blanks from Deuteronomy 9:5: “It is not because of your ___________ or the ______________ of your ________ that you go in to possess their ________, but because of the _____________ of these nations that the Lord your God __________ them out from before you, and that He may __________ the word which the Lord swore to your fathers, to __________, __________, and _________” (NKJV).

6.  What did Achan keep for himself from the spoils of Jericho (Josh. 7:21)?

How was he punished (Josh. 7:22-26)?


Key Passage: “Then you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho. And the men of Jericho fought against you--also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But I delivered them into your hand”

 (Joshua 24:11, NKJV).
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